The Maryland Section

of the
American Chemical Society

Congratulates
U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad Finalists!
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Back rowLinda Prentice(CCBC Dundalk, Yashas Anil (Mount Hebron HS), Isuru Sachinta Herath (Marriotts Ridge Et®)se
Blanchette (MountHebroHS), Ronald Henry Erdman (Loyola Blakefield), Zhuoyuan Li (Marriotts Ridge W83on Robert Turner
and BenjaminElias Ruggeri(Towson HS)William Jeffery Holbrook (Hereford HSAbhinav Modugula (Leg Reach HS)Kevin
Wang Philadelphia LS Front row: Sayak Maity (Centennial HSAbigail J. Macher (Bethesda Chevy Chase H&jchel Pontious
and Elizaweta ZheleznyakovéBaltimore Polytechnic Institu)eBeatrice SalazaMaryland Sction Chair2018/USNCO Coordinator,
Evon Ford, (CCBC Essex) afftic Cotton,Coordinator atCCBC Catonsvillg¢taking photo).
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Fourteen highhgualified high school national level Students used tHacilities at
chemistry students participated res0" the Community College of Baltimore

U.S. National Chemistry Olymijpd on County, CCBC at Catonsville campUsree
Saturday, Aprill4, 2018 These students are long and challenging exams were given at the
from theMaryland area and one of them Mathematics and Science (MASH) building.
from Philadelphia. The team was competing ACS Local Section

with approximately1300 studentat the W Maryland




The MarylandSectionof the American excellenceand commitment tehemistry.

Chemi@l Society (ACShominated the Special thanks tparents and teachers for
above students after a process of registrationtheir continuingguidancethe success of
teacher recommendati@mda preliminary theseyoungsersis a direct result of their
gualifying local examinationWe encouragement and support.

congratulate all nominees ftreir academic  The U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad

Consist of 5hour examination process on chemistry theory, laboratory skills and problen
solving exercisesThe f i r st part of t knewledgg m morganicaahdu a
organic chemistry. This exam consisted of 60 multiple choice questions

The second part was the tahtory practicalS t u d ereativey@nd logicalthinking process
aretested in thigart of theexam. Students must design and carry out their own experiments
solve two questions. The equipméott eachexperiments placedon the laboratory bengbrior

to the exanthus givingstudentsa guideline on procedures to use
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The third part of the exam consisted girf®blem solvingjuestions. These questions arde
answered in a booklet in essay foithis part of the exansan bethe mostchallengingpartof
the examn part becaust requires writing ability in addition to chemistry knowledge

Students had pizzéor lunch at the chemistry conference room wh#rey enjoyed lively
conversatioron their topics of interest, plans for colleghemisty jokes and gve a token of
appreciation to the teachers at CCBIQis relaxing atmospheréhelps students connect and
relate to one another. Students received a jackédt the ACS Marylandlogo; this team
souvenir will remind them of their accomplishmdat quite few years. They s receive a
publicationfrom ACS. See the next picture where we capture one happy moment!

Elizaveta and Rachel present a thank you card and a USNCO commemorative pin to Eric Cotton and Diane T. Winter

Next Stepsi The results of this exam will be the basis to select 20 students from across the |
to participate in the chemistry camp at the US Air Force Academy in Colorado (2%

After a grueling training period the top four students will be choserepresent the United
States at the International Chemistry Olympia®iague, Czech Republiduly 19 - 29).

The US National Chemistry Olympiad is open to all high school students in the State
Maryland. The invitations to all schools are sent duthmgmonths of December and January.
The registration and local examination occur during the months of February and March. T
National Exam is in April.

Contact:

Beatrice Salazar,

Chair2018 MarylandLocal Sectiorof the American Chemical Society

USNCO Coordinatorin Maryland

E-mail addressbeatricesalazarl@gmail.com

For information on the program use theal USNCOwebsite ohttp://www.maryland.sites.acs.org
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